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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

BUENA VISTA WATER STORAGE DISTRICT,  

BUENA VISTA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

AND BUENA VISTA COALITION 

May 20, 2026 

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buena Vista Water Storage District 

was held at the District’s office located at 525 N. Main Street, Buttonwillow, California, on 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at the hour of 8:30 a.m. 

Call to Order:  The President took a roll call at 8:30 a.m. 

 The following Directors were present: 

Mr. Craig Andrew 

Mr. Julien Parsons 

Mr. Tom Toretta 

Mr. John Vidovich 

Mr. Jeof Wyrick 

Others present in open session: 

Mr. Tim Ashlock Mr. Rick Riccomini 

Mr. Amrit Mangat Mr. Beau Antongiovanni 

Ms. Angela Thompson Mr. Greg Riccomini 

Ms. Marybeth Brooks  Mr. Jake Cauzza  

Mr. Isaac St. Lawrence Mr. Steve Houchin 

Mr. Josh Nugent Mr. Greg Actis 

Mr. Clifton Lollar Mr. Matt Cauzza 

Mr. Tim Hay  Mr. Mark Romanini 

Mr. Rod Stiefvater Mr. Terry Chicca 

Mr. Jay Kroeker Mr. Jeff Parsons 

Mr. Larry Antongiovanni Mr. Hudson Bos 

Minutes: The President stated that copies of the minutes for the meeting held on April 15, 

2026, were emailed and asked if there were any corrections, additions, and/or deletions. None were 

noted, on motion of Director Andrew, seconded by Director Toretta the minutes were approved. 

Ayes: Directors Andrew, Parsons, Toretta, Vidovich, Wyrick 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 

Public Statements:  Mr. Ashlock announced that Mr. Jay Kroeker, Kern County Water 

Agency, Director of Division 1 was in attendance. 

Consent Calendar: The items on the Consent Calendar were as follows: 

5. Financials

(a) *April Payables

6. Other Matters

(b) *AG Water Management Plan Update

7. Landowner and M & O Matters

(a) *Maintenance Update

8. Water Supply and Related Issues

(a) *Watermaster Report
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9. Project Development and Related Programs: 

(a) *Belridge Pipeline Project 

(b) *BV Pipeline 

(c) *Brite Pump Station 

 

10. BV Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

(a) *Approve Kern Subbasin Cost Share Agreement 26-02 

 

  12. McAllister Ranch Irrigation District Update 

 

 On motion by Director Toretta, seconded by Director Andrew, the Board approved the 

Consent Calendar. 

 

Ayes:   Directors Andrew, Parsons, Toretta, Vidovich, Wyrick 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent: None 

 Abstain: None 

 

 Financials: Mrs. Brooks provided the Board with a written report and verbal report on the 

district finances. (See also Consent Calendar.) 

 

 Mrs. Brooks provided the Board with a written and verbal report on the McAllister Ranch 

Banking Project finances. 

 

 Other Matters: The Board and landowners discussed the process to increase the number 

of divisions in the District and the two different map options that were being considered.  

Landowners provided their opinion as to which map was preferred and the rationale for such. Since 

this was the first time the Board saw the maps, the Board agreed to defer taking action to adopt 

Resolution No. 4457 calling a special election until the next board meeting. 

 

 Mr. Ashlock informed the Board that a Notice of Public Hearing for a Conditional Use 

Permit for construction outside of the district was included in the board pack for informational 

purposes. 

 

Water Supply and Related Issues: Mr. Mangat gave a verbal and written report on the district’s 

water supply and carryover numbers. Mr. Mangat described various scenarios of the amount of 

carryover and water allocations. On motion of Director Vidovich, seconded by Director Andrew 

the Board approved to increase the water allocation to 1.25 AF by majority of the vote. 

 

Ayes:   Directors Andrew, Parsons, Vidovich 

 Noes:  Directors Toretta, Wyrick 

 Absent: None 

 Abstain: None 

 

Some landowners were not satisfied with the allocation of 1.25 AF and requested a larger 

allocation and less carryover. Director Toretta made a motion to increase the water allocation to 

1.50 AF, the motion died for lack of second.    

 

  Project Development and Related Programs: Mr. Ashlock announced that the 

Engineer’s Report for a 218 election to fund the McAllister Ranch Groundwater Banking Project 

through assessments has been drafted and staff is reviewing.  When the report is in a close to 

final form it will be circulated for review.  

 

 Mr. Ashlock reported that staff has solicited Requests for Qualification to select a design 

build contractor for the MRID Solar and Electrical portions of the project. Mr. Jeff Rector has 

been retained as special Legal Counsel to help with the tax credit issues for the solar project. His 

opinion is that not only can the solar array project be considered for the tax credit, but if the solar 

supplies 50% of the power required for the wells, the distribution system can also be a part of the 

Solar Project for consideration of the Tax Credit. This would mean a potential Tax Credit of 40% 

on the $10.9 million project, or 86% of the actual solar only project. Mr. Ashlock also stated that 

Provost and Pritchard are reviewing the existing wells for operational use and the district is still 

waiting to hear from DWR and Kern County Water Agency regarding the pump-in proposals. 
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Mr. Ashlock informed the Board that staff received Requests for Qualifications from 

design build contractors, Granite Construction and Guinn Construction, for the earthwork at 

McAllister Ranch. Staff are in the process of reviewing and analyzing their qualifications and 

consider taking action to award the contract at next month’s board meeting. 

Mr. Ashlock reported that staff received two bids for minor grading of a small portion of 

the McAllister Ranch site. Lonnie Cross Land Leveling was the lowest bidder at $153,360 and 

Guinn Construction bid was in the amount of $292,890. Mr. Ashlock asked for consideration 

from the board to award the contract to the lowest bidder, Lonnie Cross Land Leveling in the 

amount of $153,360. On motion of Director Vidovich, seconded by Director Toretta the board 

approved awarding the contract to Lonnie Cross Land Leveling. 

Ayes: Directors Andrew, Parsons, Toretta, Vidovich, Wyrick 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 

Buena Vista Coalition: Mr. Ashlock reported that the Kern Water Collaborative requires 

that the BVC Board members serving on its Board of Directors be appointed for a new three-year 

term, noting that he was previously appointed and Mr. Mike Nordstrom as the alternate. Mr. 

Ashlock requested consideration from the Board to appoint a representative and alternate to the 

Kern Water Collaborative. On motion of Director Parsons, seconded by Director Toretta the Board 

appointed Mr. Ashlock as representative of the Kern Water Collaborative and Mr. Mangat as the 

alternate. 

Ayes: Directors Andrew, Parsons, Toretta, Vidovich, Wyrick 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 

Director’s Forum:  President Wyrick announced he will not be able to attend the regular 

board meeting on June 17, 2026, and asked to set a date in June for a special board meeting. The 

Board agreed to move the board meeting to June 24, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. 

Executive Session: The Board went into Executive Session at 10:17 a.m. Discussions 

began pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9(d)(1) for those certain matters of pending 

litigation listed on the agenda, and Government Code sections 54956.9(d)(2) and 54956.9(d)(4) 

for those matters of potential litigation listed on the agenda and section 54956.8 for the matters of 

real property negotiations listed on the agenda.  

Return to Open Session:  President Wyrick called the Open Session portion of the 

meeting to order at 10:50 a.m. and Mr. St. Lawrence reported that no action was taken in Executive 

Session that would require disclosure under the Brown Act.  

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 

10:50 a.m. 

________________________________ 

Assistant Secretary 
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

BUENA VISTA WATER STORAGE DISTRICT,  

BUENA VISTA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

AND BUENA VISTA COALITION 

June 8, 2026 

The special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buena Vista Water Storage District 

was held at the District’s office located at 525 N. Main Street, Buttonwillow, California, on 

Monday, June 8, 2026, at the hour of 11:00 a.m. 

Call to Order:  The President took a roll call at 11:00 a.m. 

 The following Directors were present: 

Mr. Julien Parsons 

Mr. Tom Toretta 

Mr. Jeof Wyrick 

Others present in open session: 

Mr. Tim Ashlock Mr. Rick Riccomini 

Mr. Amrit Mangat Mr. Beau Antongiovanni 

Ms. Angela Thompson Mr. Clinton Lollar 

Mr. Isaac St. Lawrence Mr. Jake Cauzza 

Mr. Larry Antongiovanni Mr. Jeff Parsons 

Mr. Greg Actis Mr. Hudson Bos 

Public Statements:   Mr. Ashlock announced that Rosedale Rio Bravo Water Storage 

District intended to exercise their option to buy 21,000 AF of overdraft correction water. 

Water Supply and Related Issues: Mr. Mangat gave a verbal and written report on the 

District’s water supply and carryover numbers. Mr. Mangat reported that if the Board approves 

to increase the water allocation to 1.50 AF, the district’s 2027 carryover would total 60,000 AF. 

Mr. Jake Cauzza inquired about the timing of extracting stored water in the McAllister Ranch 

Groundwater Project. District staff is hopeful to have access to the water in 2028. Director 

Toretta made a motion to increase the water allocation to 1.50 AF, seconded by Director Parsons. 

Ayes: Directors Parsons, Toretta, Wyrick 

Noes: None 

Absent: Directors Andrew, Vidovich 

Abstain: None 

Project Development and Related Programs: Mr. Isaac St. Lawrence reported that a 

recommendation is requested to give McAllister Ranch Irrigation District Board of Directors the 

approval to enter a Progressive Design Build Contract with AC Electric.  Further, it is 

recommended that Buena Vista Water Storage District grant to McAllister Ranch Irrigation 

District an easement for the potential solar project site.  After discussion, and on motion of Director 

Parsons, seconded by Director Toretta, the Board approved the recommendation to McAllister 

Ranch Irrigation District to approve entering a Progressive Design Build Contract with AC Electric 

and grant an easement from Buena Vista Water Storage District to McAllister Ranch Irrigation 

District for a potential solar site project as described and discussed. 

Ayes: Directors Parsons, Toretta, Wyrick 

Noes: None 

Absent: Directors Andrew, Vidovich 

Abstain: None 

Director’s Forum:  None 

DRAFT



Page 2 of 2 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 

11:40 a.m. 

________________________________ 

Assistant Secretary 

_ 
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